Conference-Seminar “Viethnamese Libraries in the Digital Age: Shared Data — Synergistic Value”
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Pursuant to Decision No. 875/QD-BVHTTDL dated 17 April 2026, issued by the Minister of
Culture, Sports and Tourism, the National Library of Viet Nam (NLV) held the
Conference—Seminar entitled “Viethamese libraries in the digital age: Shared data — Synergistic
value” on 29 October 2026 in Can Tho City. The event provided a forum for management
authorities, libraries, educational institutions, experts, researchers and technology enterprises to
exchange views on the current situation, development orientations and solutions for advancing
shared library data in the digital environment.

The Conference was attended by Ms. Doan Quynh Dung, Deputy Director of the Authority of
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Publishing and Libraries; Mr. Nguyen Huu Gioi, President of the Viet Nam Library Association;
Ms. Dao Thi Thanh Thuy, Deputy Director of the Can Tho City Department of Culture, Sports
and Tourism; experts and researchers; leaders and library professionals from provincial and
municipal libraries, special libraries, university libraries, armed forces libraries and library and
information science training institutions nationwide; as well as representatives of technology
enterprises.
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Overview of the Conference—Seminar

In his opening remarks, Mr. Nguyen Xuan Dung, Director of the National Library of Viet Nam,
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emphasized that digital transformation in the library sector involves more than simply digitizing
materials or investing in software, it also requires the integration of information resources, the
improvements of data quality, and the organization of user services within an interoperable
environment. In this context, data created by individual libraries must be capable of being
shared, interconnected and reused. This would help reduce duplication in technical processing,
promote cooperative cataloguing, develop interlibrary services and broaden the community's
access to knowledge.
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Mr. Nguyen Xuan Dung, Director of the National Library of Viet Nam, delivering the opening
remarks at the Conference—Seminar.

The NLV Director noted that developing shared library data is a long-term collaborative
process, rather than a matter of selecting a single software platform for all libraries. The priority
is to improve data quality and consistency, standardize data connectivity methods, gradually
develop shared authority data, and establish governance mechanisms and clearly defined
responsibilities among stakeholders. He proposed that the Conference focus on discussing
practical solutions that could be implemented and tailored to the conditions and capabilities of
different types of libraries.
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